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WE  NEED  COINS  & STAMPS 

1-800-334-1163 

If  you  are  thinking  of  selling,  we  are  buying. 


There  are  a lot  of  ways  for  you  to  sell  your  coins  and  stamps.  And  many  dealers 
willing  to  buy  them.  You  obviously  want  to  get  the  best  price  for  your  items  and 
we  believe  we  can  help. 

We  have  a large  customer  base  around  the  country  who  buy  from  us  through  our 
various  catalogs  and  national  ads.  We  always  need  a good  supply  of  new  items 
to  add  to  our  inventory.  Since  we  will  retail  your  items  we  can  pay  a little  more 
than  most  of  our  competitors.  And  sometimes  a little  on  each  coin  can  add  up  to 
a lot  of  extra  money  in  your  pocket. 

So  if  you  are  not  satisfied  with  the  offers  you  received  in  your  ai'ea  where  you 
live,  or  if  you  want  to  get  a “little  more”  for  your  coins  & stamps,  we  want  to 
help  you  get  more  money  and  help  ourselves  get  more  coins  for  our  inventory. 

If  you  would  like  our  offer  for  your  item  or  items  send  to  John  Sarosi’s  attention 
at  the  address  below.  He  will  make  a prompt  cash  offer.  And  if  you  need  to 
make  other  arrangements,  please  call  or  write. 


John  Paul  Sarosi,  Inc. 


Coins  A Stamps 

106  Market  St.,  Johnstown,  PA  15901  814-535-5766  • Fro;  814-535-2978 


5 Pennsylvania  Association  Of  Numismatists 

A non-pmfii  organization  promoting  education  in  numismatics. 

Affiliated  with  the  American  Numismatic  Assn.  (C-I0144)  and  Eastern  States  Numismatic  Association  (C-I30) 
PO.  Box  1079  Lancastep,  PA  17608-1079 


President 

Katkif  Sarosi 

Regional  Vice-Presidents 
West  E.  Tomlinson  Fort 
Central:  John  Paul  Sarosi 
S.CentraUKeny  Wetterstrom 
Northeast  Donald  Hastie 


JOIN  PA-N.  ON  THE  INTERNET! 
hnp:  //  www.money.org/club_pan.html 
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President's  Message 


Dear  PAN  Members: 

What  an  incredible  week++  of  coins  in  the  Greater  Pitts- 
burgh area!  It  started  off  with  a full  bourse  at  the  Summer 
PAN  "pre-show"on  August  12.  Literally  wall-to-wall  filled 
with  176  tables  and  near  100  extra  early-bird/share  dealers 
scrambling  during  set-up  for  the  "deal  of  the  day"  or  "the 
coin  I can't  live  without"  or  "I  can't  believe  I found  this  - 
it  has  been  on  my  want  list  for  months."  Collectors  and 
more  dealers  visited  the  bourse  room  for  the  rest  of  the 
weekend  --  and  on  into  Monday. 

I told  everyone  that  after  the  PAN  show  I was  going  home 
that  John  would  head  off  to  the  ANA  show  alone  to  walk  the  floor.  I guess  you 
never  really  know  how  tired  you  are  until  you  are  home  and  everything  is  packed 
away.  Needless  to  say,  John  slept  through  PNG  morning  (I  already  knew  I wasn't 
getting  up),  and  leaving  Johnstown  in  the  early  afternoon  would  put  him  in  rush- 
hour  traffic  in  Pittsburgh.  As  if  we  didn't  have  enough  coins  in  our  system,  we  left 
and  headed  west  on  Tuesday  night,  so  we  could  hit  the  floor  at  the  ANA 
Wednesday  at  10  a.m.  sharp.  After  a little  glitch  in  the  registration  lines  was  fixed, 
we  were  on  our  way  to  wheel  and  deal  until  they  closed  down  at  7 p.m.  I was 
surprised  to  recognize  nearly  every  face  of  the  volunteers  in  the  gold  shirts  — and 
not  just  from  the  three  host  clubs,  but  from  many  other  local  clubs,  too. 

It  is  great,  sometimes,  to  be  on  "the  other  side  of  the  table"  at  a show  of  this  size. 
We  got  to  meet  and  greet  fellow  collectors  and  dealers  in  the  aisles  and  on  the  floor. 
We  got  to  spend  time  talking  with  some  dealers  we  haven't  seen  in  years!  (All  of 
whom,  socially  correct,  said  that  I still  look  the  same,  but  John  looks  like  my  grand- 
father!) 

A lot  of  the  PAN  dealers  chose  not  to  do  both  the  pre-show  and  the  ANA  show.  At 
the  pre-show,  we  informed  all  the  public  who  were  looking  for  you  that  you  would 
be  back  in  October.  NOTE:  The  next  PAN  show  is  October  22, 23  and  24, 2004. 

It  is  very  hard  work  and  it  takes  a dedicated  dealer  to  "close  up"  his  store/office  to 
attend  these  conventions.  In  addition  to  the  business  you  are  losing  at  home  --  at  a 
show,  you  have  the  added  expenses  of  a table/travel/food/lodging/employees,  etc. 
before  you  get  to  enjoy  any  net  profit.  You  are  literally  "on  your  feet"  (on  cement, 
most  times)  10+  hours  a day. 


to  catch  up  on  orders  and 


When  you  are  hungry  - the  food  is  not  ready. 

When  you  are  thirsty  - a page  is  nowhere  in  sight. 

When  you  really  "have  to  go  or  you'll  burst"  - a little  old  lady  sits  in  front  of 
your  table  with  her  little  gold  Stellas  she  had  drilled  50  years  ago  for  earrings. 

So,  the  point  I want  to  make  is  that  if  a dealer  seems  to  treat  you  rudely  or  abruptly  - 
for  what  you  believe  is  "no  reason"  - give  him  a second  chance.  He  could  be  simply 
tired,  hungry,  or  have  a headache.  Wait  a while  - a day,  or  maybe  the  next  show 
where  you  see  him. 

1.  Then,  if  you  are  treated  the  same  way,  just  don't  go  back.  But  don't  comment. 
Everyone  has  his  own  special  personality,  and  there  will  be  many  other  dealers  you 
can  choose  to  do  business  with. 

2.  If  you  are  treated  politely  / like  normal  - then  you  simply  caught  that  dealer  at  a 
bad  time  before.  Again,  don't  comment  - but  just  simply  enjoy  a good  business 
relationship  with  that  dealer. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  are  constantly  being  treated  rudely  or  abruptly  by  dealers 
for  what  you  deem  to  be  "no  reason"  - maybe  you  should  consider  that  your  own 
personality  might  need  to  be  adjusted! 

Enjoy  your  hobby!  Share  your  knowledge!  Share  your  stories!  If  you  intend  to  give 
a coin  as  a gift  - enclose  a note  with  it.  Where  you  got  it.  If  you  bought  it  a long  time 
ago  - what  you  paid  for  it.  Sometimes,  the  story  behind  a coin  is  as  fascinating  as  the 
coin  itself.  And  makes  it  that  much  more  of  a treasure  to  pass  on. 

**★*★★★***★*** 


At  this  time,  on  behalf  of  PAN,  I extend  our  sincere  condolences  to  the  family  of  the 
late  Norm  Talbert,  of  Great  Lakes  Coin  Co.  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  passed  away 
after  the  spring  PAN  show.  Norm  was  a very  friendly,  polite,  and  funny  guy.  His 
head,  glowing  from  across  the  other  side  of  the  room,  will  be  sadly  missed. 


Happy  Collecting! 
Kathy  Sarosi,  President 
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Pennsylvania  Association  Of  Numismatists 


COIN  SHOW 

J 


OCTOBER  22,  23,  24  2004 


Pittsburgh  ExpoMart 
RT  22  - EZ  off  Exit  57  PA  turnpike 
Monroeville  PA 


FREE  PMim  - FREE  ADMISSION 


SHOW  OPEN  TO  PUBLIC 

FRIDAY  8i  SATURDAY  10-6 
SUNDAY  10-3 


DEALER  ONLY  SET-UP  THURS  4-8PM 


ilBUY-  SELL  - TRADE 
OVER  125  QUALITY  DEALERS 

Bourse  Chairman:  JOHN  PAUL  SAROSI 

106  Market  Street 
Johnstown  PA  15901 


FOR  INFO  CALL  1-814-535-5766 


A Remarkable  (Extra)  PAN  Show 


It  was  a remarkable  PAN  Show  -- 
the  third  one  scheduled  in  2004  — 
serving  as  a “Pre-ANA  Show,”  held, 
as  usual  at  the  ExpoMart  in  Monroe- 
ville, from  August  13  through  16  — 
about  two  months  prior  to  our  regu- 
lar fall  show  (on  Oct.  22,  23  and  24). 

This  time,  however,  there  was  no 
space  for  a meeting  room  at  the 
back,  because  the  whole  area  was 
taken  up  with  dealer  tables  — 178 
of  them.  And,  as  Kathy  Sarosi  notes 
in  her  “President’s  Message,”  there 
were  about  100  additional  “early 
bird”  dealers.  (That  should  help 
improve  PAN’s  finances.) 

Of  course,  not  many  of  the  regular 
PAN  member  helpers  were  on  hand 
- for  good  reason,  because  most  of 
our  regulars  were  busy  before  or 
during  the  ANA  Convention,  held  at 
the  David  Lawrence  Convention 
Center  in  downtown  Pittsburgh, 
August  18  - 22  (as  noted  in  the 
article  about  the  ANA  Show). 


Above:  Dealer  David  Gotkin  (in  the 
checkered  shirt),  with  customers. 
Below:  Dealer  George  Shupp  (stand- 
ing, in  plaid  shirt)  with  customer. 


Below:  General  views  of  the  bourse 
floor  at  PAN’s  August  13-16  show. 


*************** 
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It's  Election  Time 


Early  next  year,  PAN  officers  are  due  for  election  - or  re-election. 

That  is,  the  PAN  membership  can  present  new  candidates  for  the 

following  positions  (and  voting  will  take  place  in  Spring,  2005). 

The  current  officers  are: 

PRESIDENT  Kathy  Sarosi 

SECRETARY  Kerry  Wetterstrom 

TREASURER  Chester  Trzcinski 

Apparently,  each  of  the  above  officers  is  willing  to  serve  for 

another  term  — but  the  decision  is  up  to  PAN  members. 

Deadline  to  submit  names  of  new  nominees:  Oct.  24,  2004. 

Send  nominations  to:  PAN,  P.O.  Box  1079,  Lancaster,  PA  17608 

Nominees’  names  will  be  published  in  the  Dec.  2004  Clarion. 

Ballots  will  be  included  in  the  March,  2005  Clarion. 

Completed  ballots  must  them  be  mailed  by  April  30,  2005  - 
again  to  PAN,  P.O.  Box  1079,  Lancaster,  PA  17608. 

The  new  (or  continuing)  officers  will  then  assume  their  positions 
at  the  October,  2005  Banquet  for  a 2-year  term. 


A Terrific  Pittsburgh  A.N.A.Show 
Produced  with  MTJCHO  PAN  Help 


Yes,  it  was  another  terrific  Conven- 
tion of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association,  this  time  held  on  Aug- 
ust 18  to  22  at  the  David  Lawrence 
Convention  Center  in  downtown 
Pittsburgh,  PA. 

One  thing  that  made  it  terrific:  the 
number  of  PAN  members  shoulder- 
ing key  roles. 

Convention  Chairman 
Heading  up  the  group  was  Wayne 
Homren,  serving  as  the  Convention 
General  Chairman  --  and  he  did  an 
outstanding  job. 

Of  coiu*se,  the  three  host  clubs  of  the 
ANA  Convention  were:  The  Western 
Pennsylvania  Numismatic  Society, 
The  Pittsburgh  Numismatic  Society, 
and  (of  course)  The  Pennsylvania 
Association  of  Numismatists. 

The  Assistant  General  Chairman  was 
Sam  Deep.  The  Registration  Chair- 
man was  Chick  Ambrass.  The 
Medals  and  Patrons  Chairman  was 
Don  Carlucci  (who  also  installed  a 
great  exhibit  --  shown  on  the  cover). 

Rich  Crosby  served  as  Activities 
Chairman.  Chairman  of  the  Numis- 
matic Theater  was  Skip  CuUeiton. 

John  Eshbach  was  the  Exhibit  Chair- 
man ~ aided  by  several  PAN  chaps. 


The  Pre-registration  Chair  was 
Eileen  Kaminsky.  And  Chairman  of 
the  Pages  was  Kerry  Wetterstrom. 

As  you  can  see,  PAN  members 
served  as  key  ingredients  to  the 
success  of  this  ANA  Convention. 

Speakers  in  the 
*^Numismatic  Theatre” 

But  there’s  more!  Presenting  pro- 
grams in  the  Numismatic  Theatre 
were: 

Tom  Fort  presenting  “Barbarians 
Within  the  Gates:  David  1 of  Scotland 
and  the  Mints  of  Northern  England.” 

“Ancient  Coins  from  Sri  Lanka”  was 
presented  by  Kavan  Ratnatunga. 

Chris  Pilhod  (Red  Rose  C.C.  member) 
discussed  “Early  United  States  Large 
Cent  Production.” 

Tom  Sebring,  presented  a talk  on  “A 
Souvenir  of  Appomattox.” 

“The  Half  Cents  of  1825  - A Year  of 
Mint  Mishaps”  was  presented  by 
Jerry  Kochel. 

Rich  Crosby  presented  “Exonumia  of 
Greater  Pittsburgh.” 

And  Larry  Korchnak  discussed,  “The 
Story  of  Siege  Money.” 
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Exhibitors  from  PAN 
Don  Carlucci  exhibited  “Signatures  of 
the  Past:  U.S.  Presidents,  Prominent 
Numismatists  and  Pittsburgh  Ath- 
letes,” a display  that  covered  the 
whole  back  wall  of  the  exhibit  area. 
(See  the  cover  of  this  CLARION .) 

Rich  Crosby  displayed  “Pittsburgh 
Exonumia.” 

“The  Money  Art  of  J.S.G.  Boggs”  was 
exhibited  by  Wayne  Homren. 

“Selected  Currency  of  Western 
Pennsylvania”  was  an  exhibit  pre- 
sented by  Wayne  Homren  and  Bob 
Liddell. 

The  above  were  all  non-competitive 
exhibits. 


“Imagination  on  State  Quarter  De- 
signs” was  displayed  by  Josh  Wads- 
worth, Grandson  of  Sam  Deep.  (Won 
2nd  among  Juniors,  plus  won 
the  Pobjoy  Award,  for  best  in 
modern  commemoratives.) 


Josh  Wadsworth  (1)  receives  his 
award  from  ANA  Pres.  Gary  Lewis. 


Rich  Crosby  showed  “Circle  of 
Friends  of  the  Medallion.” 


“Liberty  Seated  Silver  Dollars  of  the 
1860s”  was  an  exhibit  by  Bill 
Cowbum.  (Won  1st  in  its  class.) 


Bill  Cowburn  (center)  accepts  his 
award  from  ANA  Pres.  Gary  Lewis 
(r)  and  Vice-Pres.  Bill  Horton  (1). 


John  Eshbach  exhibited  “Partici- 
pation Medals  of  the  Modern 
Olympic  Games.”  (Won  2nd  in  its 
class.) 

“A  Collection  of  U.S.  Civil  War 
Encased  Postage  Stamps”  was  shown 
by  Wayne  Homren.  (Won  2nd  in 
its  class.) 

“An  Appomattox  Souvenir”  was  an 
exhibit  by  Tom  Sebring.  (Won  2nd 
in  its  class.) 

Chick  Ambrass  exhibited  “Selected 
Issues  of  Pennsylvania  Colonial 
Currency.”  (Won  1st  in  its  class.) 
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Chick  Ambrass  (center)  receives 
his  award  from  ANA  Pres.  Gary 
Lewis  and  Gov.  Will  Rossman  (left). 


“The  Houston  and  Perth  - Heroism 
and  Horror”  (a  naval  battle 
remembered  by  an  Australian  coin) 
was  displayed  by  Tom  Sebring. 

“The  Story  of  Siege  Money”  was  ex- 
hibited by  Larry  Korchnak.  (Won 
1st  in  its  class.) 

“Liberty  Head  Five  Dollar  Gold”  coins 
were  displayed  by  Jerry  Kochel. 

Types  of  U.S.  Gold  Coins  were  shown 
by  Dick  Duncan.  (Won  2nd  in  its 
class.) 

Panama  Silver  20  Balboas  - 1971- 
1985  were  exhibited  by  Rich  Crosby. 
(Won  1st  in  its  class.) 

“101  Ways  to  Collect”  was  the  title 
of  an  exhibit  by  Sam  Deep.  (Won 
2nd  in  its  class.) 

“The  Story  of  the  Pitt  Bicentennial 
Medal”  was  another  exhibit  by  Sam 
Deep.  (Was  1st  in  its  class.) 


Sam  Deep  (center)  accepts  1st  place 
award  from  ANA  Pres.  Gary  Lewis 
and  ANA  Governor  Alan  Herbert. 


“The  Two  Faces  of  Liberty”  (errors) 
was  the  title  of  a second  exhibit  by 
Jerry  Kochel.  (Won  3rd  in  its 
class.) 

“Collecting  Error  U.S.  Quarters”  was 
an  exhibit  by  Bill  Cowburn.  (Won 
2nd  in  its  class.) 

Chick  Ambrass  had  a display 
entitled  “Andrew  Mellon:  His  Role  in 
Numismatics.”  (Was  3rd  in  its 
class.) 

Wayne  Homren  also  exhibited 
“Numismatic  Literature  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  Numismatic  Society 
Members:  The  First  100  Years.” 
(Was  3rd  in  its  class.) 

Josh  Wadsworth  displayed  “ 14  Years 
of  PAN  Elongates.” 

Ray  Dillard  exhibited  “An  Elongated 
Tribute  to  the  1904  St.  Louis 
World’s  Fair.”  (Was  1st  in  its 
class.) 
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Ray  Dillard  (center)  accepts  award 
from  ANA  Vice-President  Bill 
Horton  (11  and  Gov.  Will  Rossman. 


Exhibit  Judges 

These  PAN  members  also  served  as 
judges  of  exhibits(but  not,  of  course, 
in  categories  they  were  exhibiting): 

John  Eshbach,  Jerry  Kochel,  Sam 
Deep,  Dick  Duncan,  Kerry  Wetter- 
strom,  Ray  Dillard,  and  Wayne 
Homren. 


Another  much-appreciated  extra 
was  caricatures  (sponsored  by 
PAN)  available  to  anyone  at  the 
ANA  show  — free.  Above,  getting 
one  is  Rachel  Irish,  ANA  Con- 
vention Planner,  who  was  feted  at 
a “Goodbye  Party”  because  she  is 
leaving  the  ANA  to  move  to  Idaho. 


And  here’s  one  of  those  carica- 
tures, finished,  which  happens  to 
picture  (of  all  people)  the  Editor  of 
PAN’s  CLARION  you  are  reading. 

The  2004  ANA  Convention  at  Pitts- 
burgh David  Lawrence  Convention 
Center  was  a great  one  — and  it 
could  not  have  been  produced 
without  the  help  of  many  PAN  folks. 


Kavan  Ratnatunga  showed  “WWII 
Emergency  Coins  and  Currency  for 
Ceylon  in  1942.”  (Was  1st  in  its 
class.) 


Kavan  Ratnatunga  (center)  accepts 
his  award  from  ANA  Vice-Pres.  Bill 
Horton(l)  and  Gov.  Will  Rossman. 
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Take  Borrv's  Auction  House 

by  Gerald  L Kochel 

(Reprinted  with  permission,  this  article  first  appeared  in  the 


American  Numismatic  Association’s  “Numismatist”) 


It  was  October,  19;52  when  I first 
heard  of  Jacob  Borry’s  Auction 
House.  I was  20  years  old  (50  years 
ago)  and  had  recently  begun  to 
collect  coins.  I soon  joined  the 
Cloister  Coin  Club  of  Ephrata,  PA. 
For  a period  of  time,  the  coin  club 
held  their  meetings  at  Borry’s  Auc- 
tion House.  Ephrata  had  become 
somewhat  well  known  when  Evelyn 
Ay  (in  1954)  was  picked  as  Miss 
America.  Another  name  that  comes 
to  mind  was  an  Ephrata  lad  named 
Harold  “Hockey”  Mohler.  I’ll  tell  his 
story  in  a later  paragraph.  Contin- 
uing with  the  auction  house,  it  was 
located  on  Cherry  Street  in  Ephrata, 
which  was  my  home  town.  In  fact,  I 
was  born  just  around  the  corner 
from  the  auction  house  at  No.  14 
Locust  Street.  Jacob  Borry  lived 
right  next  door  to  his  auction  house. 


Jacob  Borry’s  auction  house(right) 
was  attached  to  the  family’s  home. 

with  wife  SaUie  and  two  daughters, 
Shirley  and  Patsy.  The  story  I’d  hke 
to  tell  about  are  the  many 
experiences  I had,  on  Saturday 
afternoons,  bidding  on  coins  at 
Jake’s  auction  house.  I would  also 
like  to  reminisce  about  the  people 
who  worked  for  Jake,  and  their 
stories.  Additionally,  I have  some 
recollections  of  some  of  the  coin 
buffs  and  characters  who  attended 
the  auctions.  But  it  is  fitting  that  I 
begin  with  Jacob  Borry. 

Tacob  Borry 

Everyone  called  Jacob  “Jake,”  so  I 
will  not  deviate  from  that.  Jake 
worked  for  a printer  in  Ephrata,  but 
part  time  he  bought  and  sold 
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The  Auctioneer 


antiques  and  coins.  Jake’s  father  and 
mother  lived  in  nearby  Hopeland, 
PA.  Jake’s  mother  (just  “Mom” 
Borry)  was  noted  for  making  the 
best  bean  soup  in  the  entire  region. 


Tacob  Borry 


I can  recall  a good  friend  of  the 
Borrys,  Forrest  McMullen,  from 
Reading,  PA.  Forrest  was  a coin 
dealer  and  many  of  Jake’s  sale 
consignments  were  acquired  from 
Mr.  McMullen.  Forrest  and  wife 
would  stay  at  “Mom”  and  “Pop” 
Borry’ s house  on  Friday  night.  They 
would  then  attend  Jake’s  auction  on 
Saturday.  Although  Forrest  was  a 
coin  dealer,  he  liked  the  bean  soup 
better  than  the  coins. 

Let’s  go  back  to  Jake.  Jake  married 
Sallie  in  1937.  Sallie  still  lives  in 
the  same  house,  adjacent  to  where 
the  auctions  were  held.  The  auction 
house  is  no  longer  alive,  but  Sallie  is. 
She  is  93  years  old.  Jake  passed 
away  at  the  much  too  young  age  of 
54. 


Jake’s  auctioneer  was  also  an 
Ephrata  resident.  His  name  was  Karl 
Witwer.  1 can  recall  purchasing  my 
first  car  from  Karl’s  father,  Jim.  It 
was  a 1936  Chevrolet.  Karl  was  an 
excellent  grader  of  coins,  and  was 
well  respected  for  it.  He  would 
grade  each  of  Jake’s  coins  for 
auction.  The  2”  X 2”  cardboard 
holders  were  the  norm,  as  plastic 
flaps  were  not  yet  in  vogue.  Karl, 
after  grading,  would  stamps  each 
holder  with  his  “OKW.”  That  meant 
the  coin  was  properly  graded  by 
Karl  Witwer,  and  it  was  “OK”  to  trust 
that  grade,  and  we  did.  There  were 
no  bidder  paddles  in  those  days,  as 
the  auctioneer  knew  everyone.  He 
simply  called  the  name  of  the 
successful  bidder  and  the  runner, 
Elmer  Pierce,  would  deliver  the  coin. 


Auctioneer  Karl  Witwer 


Elmer  told  me  that  during  those 
early  days,  Karl  was  paid  only  ten 
dollars  per  auction.  Elmer  Pierce 
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and  I botii  admired  Karl  for  his 
knowledge  of  numismatics.  At  the 
coin  club  meetings,  Karl  would  share 
his  coin  convention  experiences  with 
us.  I was  not  to  see  a major  coin 
convention  for  another  20  years. 
Karl,  too,  passed  away  at  the  young 
age  of  64.  Elmer  Pierce  and  I both 
wept  openly  at  Karl’s  funeral. 

The  Runner 

Elmer  Pierce  graduated  from  Eph- 
rata  High  School  one  year  ahead  of 
me.  We  became  pretty  good  coin 
buddies  during  our  early  collecting 
years.  Elmer  still  lives  in  the 
Ephrata  area  and  continues  to  collect 
coins  and  paper  money.  Much  of 
the  information  in  this  article  came 
from  Elmer’s  superb  recollections. 


Elmer  Pierce 


For  most  of  the  sales,  Elmer  was  the 
runner  who  hand  delivered  the  lots 
to  the  highest  bidder.  Occasionally, 
in  Elmer’s  absence,  I was  lucky 
enough  to  fill  in.  I say  “lucky” 


because,  as  the  runner,  I had  an 
extra  five  dollars  to  buy  coins.  In 
2002,  in  New  York,  I had  the 
privilege  of  accepting  Elmer’s  50- 
year  ANA  membership  pin. 

The  Clerk 

A nice  lady  by  the  name  of  Amanda 
Baum  clerked  at  Jake’s  sales. 
Occasionally,  Walter  Solick,  Karl 
Witwer’s  brother-in-law,  would  fill 
in  for  Amanda.  Amanda  lived  on 
Highland  Avenue  in  Ephrata.  Her 
home  was  across  the  street  from 
Ephrata  High  School  where  I 
graduated  in  1950.  While  inter- 
viewing Amanda,  she  reminded  me 
that  she  was  an  elementary  school 
teacher  for  42  years.  Ironically, 
Amanda  taught  5 th  and  6th  grades 
to  Glenn  Horst.  Glenn  was  the  auc- 
tioneer who  in  September,  2002, 
sold  Jake  Borry’s  personal  coin  col- 
lection. More  on  that  later.  Amanda 
Baum  is  now  87  years  old  and  still 
lives  in  the  same  house. 

Elmer  Mellinger 

Elmer  Mellinger  was  charter  mem- 
ber number  1 of  the  Cloister  Coin 
Club  in  Ephrata,  and  introduced  me 
to  the  hobby  when  I was  20  years 
old.  I worked  with  Elmer  at  the 
local  dairy.  One  day,  he  brought  in 
some  “show  and  tell”  Indian  cents. 
Before  long,  I was  hooked.  Elmer 
was  also  the  local  iceman.  He  ac- 
tually had  ice  picks  made  with 
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advertising  on  the  handle  that  read: 
“Elmer  Mellinger  - Ice  and  Coins.” 
Quite  a contrast  of  professions. 

My  father,  who  was  also  employed 
at  the  dairy,  worked  in  the  office 
where  he  had  access  to  the  coins  the 
milkmen  brought  in  at  the  end  of 
the  workday.  He  actually  found  for 
me  every  Lincoln  cent,  except  for 
the  1909-S  VDB.  (My  wife 
purchased  that  one  for  my  25  th 
birthday  --  and  yes,  it  came  from 
Jake  Borry’s  auction  house.)  My  dad 
also  acquired  for  me  an  uncirculated 
1916  Walking  Liberty  half  dollar 
that  I still  have  today. 

Joey  Chitwood,  Jr. 

Joey  Chitwood,  Jr.  was  from  the 
Reading  area  and  seldom  missed 
Jake’s  coin  sales.  His  father  was 
quite  the  attraction  in  his  day  as  a 
race  car  stunt  driver.  Most  of  the 
people  from  our  area  witnessed  his 
show  at  one  time  or  another. 

Herman  Davidson 
Herman  Davidson  was  my  father-in- 
law.  He  was  a frequent  bidder  at 
the  auction  house,  especially  when 
Indian  cents  were  on  the  docket.  He 
worked  at  the  Wilbur  Chocolate 
factory  in  Lititz,  PA.  During  his  time 
there,  he  had  an  industrial  accident 
that  caused  the  loss  of  the  tip  of  his 
index  finger.  However,  his  finger 
nail  continued  to  grow  to  a sharp 
point.  He  was  a pipe  smoker,  and 


used  the  so-called  “barn-burner” 
matches.  He  had  the  habit  of 
striking  the  match  on  his  sharp 
finger  nail  while  holding  it  upright. 
You  guessed  it  — the  auctioneer 
often  took  the  upright  finger  as  a 
bid.  Needless  to  say,  Herman  pur- 
chased a number  of  coins  he  really 
didn’t  need. 

Toe  Notoris 

Joe  Notoris,  better  known  as  “J.N.,” 
was  a very  large  man  from  Ambler, 
PA,  near  Philadelphia.  He  would  ap- 
pear at  Ephrata  very  early  on 
auction  days.  J.N.  was  quite  fond  of 
Bust  half  dollars.  However,  he  liked 
eggs  even  better  than  coins.  Jake 
and  Earl  would  take  J.N.  to  a local 
diner  and  watch  him  eat  eggs.  I 
tagged  along  one  Saturday  and,  I 
swear,  he  ate  a dozen  and  a half! 

Another  amusing  incident  occurred 
when  J.N.  was  bidding  on  a coin, 
and,  halfway  through  the  bidding, 
he  had  to  go  to  the  rest  room.  He 
kept  right  on  bidding  as  he  closed 
the  door.  Karl  continued  to  take  his 
bids  as  they  echoed  out.  When  J.N. 
emerged,  Karl  shouted,  “Sold  to  J.N.” 
Needless  to  say,  this  brought  down 
the  house. 

Walter  Breen 

Most  collectors  know  Walter  Breen 
as  a numismatic  genius.  He  actually 
rolled  into  Ephrata  one  Saturday 
afternoon  driving  his  Volkswagen. 
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He  apparently  had  been  sent  to  do  for  President  in  1952  --  when 
some  bidding  for  a New  York  or  Dwight  Eisenhower  was  elected. 
Philadelphia  dealer.  On  this  day,  Hoopes  garnered  20,000  votes. 


Jake  had  three  1815  Bust  half  dol- 
lars on  the  sale  list.  (The  1815  was 
a tough  coin  to  find,  then  and  now.) 


Walter  Breen 


As  Walter  walked  into  the  auction 
house,  he  made  a big  entrance  -- 
because  the  sole  of  one  shoe  was  al- 
most completely  loose,  back  to  the 
heel,  so  that  everyone  could  hear 
the  ‘flap,  flap,  flap’  as  he  walked  up 
the  aisle.  Walter  asked  Jake,  “Do 
you  know  if  there’s  a shoe  cobbler 
in  town?”  Jake  replied,  “You  don’t 
need  a shoe  cobbler.  You  need  a 
new  pair  of  shoes.”  Jake  repeated 
that  story  many,  many  times. 

Darlington  Hoopes 

Mr.  Hoopes  was  a regular  at  Jake’s 
auction  house.  He  liked  rare  coins, 
but  he  liked  being  a politician,  as 
well.  He  was  a member  of  the  Soc- 
ialist Party,  and  actually  made  a run 


which  was  3,000  more  than  Douglas 
MacArthur  gained  with  the  Consti- 
tutional Party.  Elmer  Pierce  recalls 
that  Hoopes  also  drove  a Volks- 
wagen. At  one  of  Borry’s  sales,  this 
man  who  sought  to  lead  our  country 
locked  himself  out  of  his  car  and 
had  to  call  a locksmith. 

Harry  Forman 

I recently  spoke  with  Harry  Forman, 
at  the  Frank  Gasparro  Memorial 
Award  Dinner  in  Philadelphia  (in 
November,  2002). 


Harry  Forman 


Harry’s  been  a well-known,  re- 
spected coin  dealer  for  half  a 
century.  I did  not  know  him  during 
the  early  fifties,  but  he  knew  of 
Jake’s  auction  house  in  Ephrata. 
When  I told  Harry  Forman  that  I 
was  going  to  do  an  article  about  Jake 
Borry’s  auction  house,  he  said, 
“Hurry  up,  I can’t  wait!” 
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Donald  Wenger 


Don  lived  in  nearby  Brownstown,  PA 
and  began  to  collect  coins  at  a very 
early  age.  At  the  time,  he  was  too 
young  to  drive,  so  his  mother  would 
drive  him  to  Jake’s  auction  house, 
and  then  pick  him  up  when  the  sale 
ended.  I spoke  with  Don  at  the 
2003  FUN  show  in  Orlando,  Florida. 
He  vividly  recalled  attending  Jake’s 
sales  at  the  age  of  7 or  8.  He’s  now 
a successful  coin  dealer  in  Florida. 

Harold  “Hockey”  Mohler 

When  I was  about  12  years  old,  1 
remember  living  on  Washington 
Avenue,  as  did  “Hockey”  Mohler.  He 
was  working  his  way  through 
college  at  the  time.  After  school,  he 
would  pass  our  house  on  the  way  to 
work  at  Givler’s  Grocery  Store  (later 
named  Zinn’s  Grocery  Store).  Often, 
he  would  stop  at  our  house  and  talk 
with  my  father,  who  would  say, 
“What  a nice  young  man,  and  so 
polite.  He  will  certainly  be  success- 
ful some  day.” 


Harold  Mohler 


During  World  War  II,  Mohler  left 
school  to  join  the  U.S.  Air  Force, 
becoming  a bombardier  on  a B-17 
bomber.  After  the  war,  he  returned 
to  become  a graduate  of  Lehigh 
University,  and  later  went  to  work 
for  what’s  now  Hershey  Foods  Corp. 
He  worked  his  way  up  to  Chairman 
of  the  Board.  His  nickname  was  fit- 
ting, as  the  Hershey  Bears  have 
been  popular  as  a hockey  team  for 
many  years  — and  he  was  a big  fan. 

But  “Hockey”  Mohler  wiU  always  re- 
mind me  of  Ephrata  and  Givler’s. 
When  Jake  Borry’s  personal  collec- 
tion was  sold,  I purchased  a box  full 
of  memorabilia.  In  it  were  several 
World  War  II  ration  books  in  Jake’s 
name,  issued  by  Givler’s  Grocery. 

Evelyn  Av 

I mentioned  Evelyn  Ay  near  the 
beginning  of  this  article.  I attended 
Ephrata  High  School  with  Evelyn.  I 
was  a Senior  when  Evelyn  was  a 
Junior.  I also  recall  attending  Sun- 
day School  with  her  at  the  United 
Brethren  Church  in  Ephrata.  She 
was  a participant  in  several  beauty 
contests.  Finally,  she  became  Miss 
Pennsylvania.  Then,  in  Atlantic  City, 
in  1954,  Evelyn  Ay  truly  put 
Ephrata  on  the  map  when  she  was 
named  Miss  America. 

Robert  S.  Bashlow 
Robert  Socrates  “Bob”  Bashlow  was 
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quite  a character,  who  loved  history 
and  had  a passion  for  acquiring  an- 
tique dies.  He  is  best  known  for 
making  restrikes  of  1961  Confeder- 
ate cents.  (Q,  David  Bowers  wrote 
about  him  in  his  “Coins  and 
Collectors”  column  in  1987  and  1988 
issues  of  the  ANA’s  Numismatist 
And  Bashlow  was  written  up  in  the 
“Coin  Lore”  column  of  Coin  World  on 
February  17,  2003.) 

Bashlow,  who  died  in  a hotel  fire  in 
Spain,  has  long  been  forgotten  by 
most  numismatists.  But  not  by 
Elmer  Pierce.  On  one  occasion.  Bob 
was  at  Jake’s  auction  house  when 
Karl  had  just  knocked  down  a Brill- 
iant Uncirculated  1909-S  VDB  cent. 

Bob  Bashlow  immediately  stood  up, 
stopping  the  auction,  and  announced 
to  all  that  the  hammer  price  of  the 
coin  had  set  a new  record. 

My  $20  Gold  Piece 

In  1952,  my  budget  for  buying  coins 
was  just  $5  per  week.  Thus,  1 could 
not  purchase  anything  rare.  But  1 
was  determined  to,  somehow,  obtain 
a Saint-Gaudens  $20  gold  piece.  A 
nice  example,  at  that  time,  would  be 
about  $50  — so  I’d  have  to  save  my 
$5  every  week  for  ten  weeks.  Then, 
when  I was  ready,  I went  to  Jake’s 
auction  house,  and  actually  was 
able  to  buy  one  for  $48.  That  gave 
me  an  extra  $2  - so  I was  also  able 
to  get  a nice  Indian  Head  cent.  But 


that  double  eagle  is  still  a prized 
coin  in  my  U.S.  gold  type  set. 

Jake’s  Gold  “Stella” 

The  name  “Stella”  (Latin  for  “star”) 
is  derived  from  a large  star  on  the 
reverse  of  this  $4  gold  coin,  which 
was  a trial  or  pattern  piece  struck  m 
1879  and  1880.  Struck  in  very 
limited  amounts,  it  was  minted  to 
test  different  metal  contents.  This 
composition,  named  Goloid,  con- 
tained gold,  silver  and  copper.  The 
coin  was  made  in  two  designs  - one 
the  Flowing  Hair,  and  the  other  the 
Coiled  Hair  type.  Both  types  were 
quite  rare  in  the  1950s,  as  they  are 
today.  Jake  had  the  Flowing  Hair 
type. 

Karl  Witwer  told  this  story  quite 
often,  and  I was  privileged  to  hear 
it  a few  times.  It  seems  a friend  of 
Jake’s  heard  that  a Flowing  Hair  $4 
gold  piece  was  about  to  be  sold  at  an 
auction  in  Orwigsburg,  a small  town 
about  40  miles  northeast  of  Ephrata. 
The  friend  (no  one  could  recall  his 
name)  asked  Jake  to  go  and  bid  on 
this  coin.  Then,  the  friend  backed 
out  of  the  deal,  but  it  was  too  late  -- 
Jake  had  already  bought  the  coin. 

A local  antique  dealer,  Jim  Hosier,  of 
Manheim,  PA,  adds  to  the  story:  “I 
remember  that  Jake  paid  $850  for 
the  coin.  He  wrote  a check,  but  he 
didn’t  have  enough  money  in  his 
account  to  cover  it.” 
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Jake  then  offered  it  to  another  col- 
lector for  the  same  as  he  had  paid, 
but  that  man  didn’t  have  enough 
cash,  either. 

As  Jake  considered  the  situation,  he 
fell  in  love  with  the  “Stella”  and 
wanted  to  keep  her  for  himself.  Ac- 
cording to  Karl,  Jake  then  scrambled 
around  town  trying  to  raise  enough 
money  so  his  check  would  clear  the 
bank  on  Monday  morning.  Friends 
and  relatives  came  to  the  rescue. 


An  example  of  a gold  $4  Stella, 
similar  to  the  one  Take  bought. 

Over  the  years,  I know  for  a fact 
that  several  collectors  and  dealers 
have  come  to  SaUie’s  door,  asking  to 
purchase  Jake’s  Stella.  “It  is  for  my 
children  and  grandchildren,”  she 
would  respond. 

Recently,  she  told  me,  “For  many 
years,  the  gold  piece  lay  in  a dish 
inside  our  unlocked  corner 
cupboard.”  When  Jake’s  collection 
was  sold  in  2002,  the  $4  Gold  Stella 
brought  in  $67,000 ! 


Horst  auction“regulars”(from  left) 
Steve  Paradisi,  Ed  Hipps,  Dennis 
Steinmetz,  Joe  Furia  and  John 
Hipps,  at  the  Borry  Collection  Sale. 


The  Borry  Collection  Sale,  held  at 
Horst  Auctions  in  September.  2002. 


The  Borry  Collection  Sale 

I don’t  believe  Sallie  realized  the 
magnitude  of  the  collection  Jake  had 
assembled  over  the  years.  For  a 
long  time,  most  of  the  coins  rested 
in  an  old  safe  at  the  rear  of  the 
auction  house.  Salhe  said  the  safe 
had  not  been  opened  since  1968. 

Horst  Auctions  of  Ephrata  was  se- 
lected to  have  the  sale.  (Glenn  Horst 
graduated  from  Ephrata  High  School 
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with  me  in  1950.)  His  two  sons,  Tim 
and  Tom,  transported  the  coins  from 
the  old  safe,  and  they  served  as 
auctioneers. 

Horst  sold  Jake’s  coins  in  two  ses- 
sions, on  September  7 and  21,  2003. 
The  collection  was  advertised  for 
two  weeks  in  a leading  numismatic 
publication.  Local  ads  were  plenti- 
ful, and  a beautiful  color  brochure 
complemented  the  announcement. 
This  resulted  in  spirited  bidding, 
not  only  from  the  floor,  but  also 
through  the  mail. 

Out  of  respect  for  the  Borry  family,  1 
will  not  report  the  total  proceeds, 
but  fathom  this:  Session  1 included 
64  lots  of  $1  gold  pieces,  34  lots  of 
$3  gold,  86  lots  of  $20  gold,  and  the 
famous  $3  Stella.  Session  2 included 
13  pieces  of  early  gold,  128  lots  of 
$2-1/2  gold  coins,  140  pieces  of  $5 
gold  and  79  pieces  of  $10  gold.  Jake 
loved  his  gold,  but  he  also  loved  his 
family,  and  that  was  quite  a legacy 
he  left  for  them. 
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Show  Calendar 

Sept.  18,19  - Lancaster.  PA  - 
Red  Rose  C.C.  Show,  Farm  & 
Home  Ctr.,  Arcadia  Road  (at 
Routes.  72  & 30). 

Sept.  18.19  - Indiana.  PA  - 
Indiana  Coin  Club  Show,  Best 
Western  University  Inn,  1545 
Wayne  Ave.,  Route  119  S. 

Sept.  25  - Harrisburg.  PA  - 
HarrisburgC.C.Show,  Community 
Life  Team  Bldg.,  1119  South 
Cameron  Street 

Oct.  16.17  -Pittston.  PA  -Wilkes 
Barre  C.C.  Show,  Oblates  of  St. 
Joseph’s  Seminary,  Route  315. 


Oct.  22.23.24  - Monroeville.  PA 
- PAN  Coin  Show,  Pittsburgh 
ExpoMart,  Route  22  (PA  Turn- 
pike exit  6). 


Nov.  1 - Hanover.  PA  - Hanover 
Num.  Soc.  Show,  Parkville  Fire 
Co.,  955  Baltimore  Street. 

Dec.  4 - Waynesboro.  PA  - 
Waynesboro  C.C.  Show,  ATH&L 
Fire  Hall,  29  South  Potomac  St. 

Feb. 5.  6.  2005  - Pittsburgh.  PA 
- South  Hills  C.C.  Show,  Windsor 
Court  Hotel(across  from  S. Hills 
Village)  164  Fort  Couch  Road. 
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Good  Times,  Bad  Times.  Hard  Times 

by  Dr.  Henry  Stouffer 


Another  of  the  more  interesting 
periods  of  American  history  from  a 
financial  standpoint  is  that  of  the 
1829-1841  era,  centered  mainly  on 
the  Presidencies  of  Alexander  Jack- 
son  and  and  Martin  VanBuren. 

Andrew  Jackson 
John  Quincy  Adams  sought  reelec- 
tion in  1828,  but  came  up  short 
against  the  military  head  of  the 
Battle  of  New  Orleans.  Jackson  was 
another  President  born  in  Virginia, 
in  1767  - but  he  was  not  of  aristoc- 
racy. In  fact,  he  was  born  into 
poverty,  an  orphan  in  his  teens; 
joined  the  army  at  13  years  of  age! 

He  lacked  any  formal  education, 
and  thus  was  a target  for  all  kinds 
of  ridicule.  This  peaked  when  in 
1832,  Harvard  University  conferred 
on  the  President  an  honorary  Degree 
of  Doctorate  of  Laws.  This  was 
greeted  by  the  media  with  great 
laughter.  Although  known  for  his 
“Roman  firmness,”  when  Jackson 
stated  that  “Our  Federal  Union  must 
be  preserved,”  some  of  his  critics 
backed  off. 

Hard  Times  Tokens 
While  well  continue  our  historical 
essay,  much  of  our  interest  lies  in 
what  we  know  as  “Hard  Times 
Tokens,”  issued  privately  from  1833 
to  1844.  Mostly  made  of  copper. 


and  the  size  of  a U.S.  large  cent,  they 
come  in  several  categories: 

1)  Pieces  with  political  and 
satirical  inscriptions; 

2)  Pieces  made  to  imitate  reg- 
ular cent  coinage  (including  enough 
changes  to  avoid  counterfeiting 
laws); 

3)  Pieces  affiliated  with  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States: 

4)  Pieces  featuring  a mer- 
chant’s advertising  - also  known  as 
“storecards;”  and 

5)  Combinations  of  the  above. 

Threats  to  Freedoms? 

A popular  and  widely-distributed 
variety  showed  Jackson  popping  out 
of  a chest  of  money,  with  a purse  in 
one  hand  and  a sword  in  the  other. 
This  referred  to  fears  that  some  of 
our  national  freedoms  were  being 
threatened 

VanBuren 

Many  such  accusations  were  made, 
mostly  of  the  VanBuren  administra- 
tion, and  in  case  you  didn’t  know 
(or  remember),  VanBuren  served  as 
the  Vice-President  under  Jackson. 

When  nominated,  his  platform 
echoed  Jackson’s  when  he  opposed 
Henry  Clay  in  1832.  One  of 
Jackson’s  political  stands  was  that  of 
opposition  to  renewing  the  charter 
of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States. 
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He  actually  went  so  far  as  to  remove 
Federal  deposits  and  disbursed 
them  to  state  banks. 

VanBuren,  with  a staggering  econ- 
omy on  hand,  urged  an  independent 
Treasury,  separate  from  Federal 
control,  but  he  opposed  distribution 
to  state  banks. 

The  End  of  VanBuren 
His  views  were  not  too  popular  with 
his  Democrat  cronies,  and  were 
denounced  by  his  Whig  opponents. 
When  he  stated  that  “I  follow  in  the 
steps  of  my  illustrious  prede- 
cessor,” when  inaugurated,  he  sealed 
his  fate  when  running  for  another 
term,  and  he  was  soundly  defeated 
by  William  Henry  Harrison  in  the 
1840  election. 

...And  Jackson's  Mistakes  " 
Returning  to  my  mention  of 
economic  disaster,  most  of  it  was 
caused  by  Jackson  plunging  the 
country  from  inflation  into  crisis  by 
actions  he  took  just  prior  to 
VanBuren’s  inauguration. 

He  tried  drastic  action  against 
surreptitious  paper  money  being 
issued,  mainly  in  the  west  - by 
issuing  a “Specie  Circular”  on  July 
11,  1836,  which  demanded  gold  or 
silver  coin  for  the  purchase  of  public 
land  after  August  15.  Hoping  that 
this  would  cure  speculation  in  public 
lands  and  inflation,  the  results  were 
actually  disastrous,  both  in  practice 


and  timing.  Much  of  the  gold  and 
silver  coinage  moved  to  the  west, 
and  with  loans  being  called,  a panic 
in  England,  cotton  firms  in  New 
Orleans  going  bankrupt,  over  100 
businesses  in  New  York  collapsed. 

The  Panic  of  1837 
All  this  combined  to  cause  a run  on 
the  banks,  which  in  turn  suspended 
coin  payments  on  May  10.  By  the 
summer,  90  percent  of  all  factories 
in  the  east  had  shut  down,  and 
starvation  and  freezing  became  a 
reality  in  the  winter  of  1837-38. 
The  panic  of  1837  resulted  in  coin 
hoarding  and  thus,  hard  times 
tokens  entered  the  picture.  A 
particularly  pertinent  piece  carried 
the  legend,  “substitute  for 
shinplasters,”  which  referred  to  the 
worthless  paper  money  distributed 
by  merchants,  banks,  canals,  etc. 
The  financial  backing  of  such  paper 
money  was  most  often  non-existent. 

We’ve  already  mentioned  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  a creation  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  chartered  ini- 
tially in  1792  for  20  years.  The 
Second  Bank  of  the  United  States 
was  chartered  in  April  of  1816,  for 
another  20  years.  The  government 
acted  as  a Director  and  shareholder. 
This  was  completely  opposed  by  the 
party  known  as  Democratic- 
Republicans,  which  then  dropped 
the  Republican  nomenclature,  and 
called  themselves  Democrats. 
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Jackson,  in  his  opposition  to  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States  and  its 
somewhat  aristocratic  President, 
Nicholas  Biddle,  felt  its  purpose  was 
to  serve  the  rich  and  that  its  funds 
were  being  used  politically  to  defeat 
himself  and  his  policies. 

A Third  Bank  Charter 
Biddle  did  finally  obtain  a third 
charter  for  his  bank,  which  then 
called  itself  “The  Bank  of  the  United 
States  of  Pennsylvania.”  Eventually, 
in  1841,  in  debt  for  more  than  $7.5 
million,  due  to  overextending  itself 
to  aid  the  cotton  industry  and  the 
affiliated  banks  of  the  south,  it 
failed  outright,  and  with  it,  9 1 more 
banks  failed.  Hard  times,  indeed! 

We’U  conclude  our  story  by  explain- 
ing a few  of  the  legends  of  Hard 
Times  Token  designs: 

Legends  of  Tokens 

1)  “Millions  for  Defense,  Not 
One  Cent  for  Tribute.”  This  legend 
came  directly  from  Europe,  where- 
by the  French  were  demanding 
large  bribes  to  certain  officials,  so 
that  the  U.S.  would  side  with  France 
against  England.  Also,  this  served  as 
a U.S.  Naval  battle  cry  at  Tripoli. 

2)  The  balky  mule.  One  of 
Jackson’s  attributes  was  his 
firmness  of  character,  so  his 
stubbornness  was  portrayed  by  the 
“jackass.” 

3)  Executive  experiment.  A 
satirical  reference  to  the  “stupidity 


of  opponents  employing  banks  as 
fiscal  agents. 

4)  The  tortoise  and  the  safe. 
As  you  might  guess,  this  alluded  to 
the  slowness  with  which  deposits  of 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States  were 
transferred  to  the  state  banks. 

5)  “I  follow  in  the  illustrious 
steps  of  my  predecessor.”  As  men- 
tioned, this  is  an  excerpt  from  Van- 
Buren’s  inaugural  speech. 

6)  VanBuren  - Metallic 
Currency.  A reference  to  the  “Jack- 
sonian” principle  of  hard  money. 

7)  A Friend  to  the  Constitu- 
tion. This  legend  referred  to  the 
speeches  of  Daniel  Webster,  an 
expounder  of  the  Constitution  and  a 
defender  of  the  bank. 

8)  “The  Constitution  as  I 
Understand  It.”  An  excerpt  from 
Jackson’s  2nd  Inaugural  Address. 

As  is  evident,  this  has  to  be  one  of 
our  country’s  most  turbulent 
periods  of  time,  much  of  it 
portrayed  on  this  significant  group 
of  tokens.  In  a future  article,  I 
intend  to  discuss  the  situation  of  our 
city  (Lancaster,  PA)  in  this  era. 
along  with  a bit  of  its  banking 
history. 
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Our  First  Commems 

by  Dick  Duncan 


We  thought  it  might  be  interesting  - 
- perhaps  even  enlightening  — to 
review  our  first  Commemorative 
Corns:  Quarter,  Half  DoUar  and  Dollar. 

Columbian  Half  Dollar 
Our  country’s  first  Commemorative 
coin  was  the  Columbian  Exposition 
Half  Dollar. 

The  purpose  of  this  coin  was  to  raise 
funds  for  the  World’s  Columbian  Ex- 
position, to  take  place  in  Chicago,  Ill- 
inois - originally  scheduled  to  begin 
in  October,  1892  --  to  commemorate 
the  400th  anniversary  of  Christo- 
pher Columbus  discovering  the  Car- 
ibbean islands.  He  thought  he  had 
reached  India,  which  is  undoubtedly 
why  the  natives  of  the  New  World 
have  been  termed  “Indians”  ever 
since  he  arrived. 

One  problem  in  producing  this  coin 
was  the  fact  that  no  one  was  certain 
about  the  appearance  of  Columbus. 
Thus,  Mint  Engraver  Charles  Barber 
modeled  the  head  after  a plaster 
model  of  Columbus  by  Olin  Warner, 
which  was  in  the  Chicago  Historical 


Above:  The  Columbian  Half  Dollar 

Society  - which,  in  turn,  reportedly 
followed  portraits  of  Columbus 
which  were  in  Madrid  (although 
they,  too,  were  simply  following  the 
imagination  of  artists  who  tried  to 
capture  a “typical  Itahan”).  Wording 
around  the  perimeter  says,  “United 
States  of  America  - Columbian  Half 
Dollar.” 

The  reverse  of  the  coin  pictures  two 
hemispheres  — the  “two  worlds” 
that  were  traversed  by  Columbus, 
plus  the  date,  “1492.”  The  central 
image  on  the  reverse,  above  the 
hemispheres,  is  George  T.  Morgan’s 
rendition  of  the  flagship  of  the  1492 
expedition,  the  Santa  Maria  — 
following  the  photo  of  a replica  of 
the  ship,  made  in  Spain  for  the 
Columbian  Exposition.  Wording 
around  the  perimeter  of  the  reverse: 
“World’s  Columbian  Exposition  - 
Chicago  - 1892.” 

The  #1  coin  was  sold,  as  a publicity 
stunt,  for  $10,000  to  the  company 
that  produced  Remington  type- 
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writers.  None  have  ever  come  close 
to  that  figure  since  its  intro- 
duction, when  about  2,500,000  were 
issued.  They  were  originally  sold 
for  $1  each,  but  a great  many 
remained  unsold  and  were  later 
released  at  face  value.  Even  today, 
over  100  years  later,  a high-grade 
uncirculated  Columbian  Half  Dollar 
can  be  bought  for  well  under  $100. 

The  Isabella  Quarter 
Also  produced  for  the  Columbian 
Exposition  was  the  1893  Isabella 
Quarter  Dollar,  conceived  by  the 
show’s  Board  of  Lady  Managers 
(organized  due  to  lobbying  in 
Congress  by  Susan  B.  Anthony). 
Both  sides  of  the  coin  were 
engraved  by  Charles  Barber. 

The  obverse  supposedly  pictures 
Queen  Isabella,  the  patron  of  Colum- 
bus. (No  one  knew,  in  the  1890s, 
what  either  person  looked  like.) 
Besides  the  1893  date,  wording  on 
the  obverse  is  “United  States  of 
America.” 

The  reverse  illustrates  a kneeling 


Above:  The  Isabella  Quarter  Dollar 

woman  with  a distaff  and  spindle 
spinning  wool,  which  at  that  time 
was  considered  to  represent  the 
main  industry  of  women.  The 
wording  around  the  reverse:  “Board 
of  Lady  Managers  - Columbian  Quar. 
DoL” 

Since  its  issue,  prices  on  this  coin 
have  risen  considerably  higher  than 
values  of  the  Columbian  Half, 
probably  because  the  minting  was 
substantially  less  --  40,000.  And,  in 
fact,  almost  16,000  were  melted 
when  the  demand  dried  up. 

Originally  sold  for  $1  each,  the  Isa- 
bella Quarter  now  sells  for  about  six 
times  as  much  as  a Columbian  Half 
Dollar.  That  is,  a high-grade  uncir- 
culated specimen  would  cost  you 
about  $600. 

The  Lafayette  Dollar 
The  Lafayette  Silver  Dollar  was  pro- 
duced to  raise  funds  for  participa- 
tion by  the  United  States  in  the 
1900  Paris  Exposition.  Specifically, 
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it  was  to  help  pay  the  cost  of  a Paul 
Wayland  Bartlett  statue  of  Lafayette 
on  horseback,  presented  to  France. 
The  U.S.A.  had  pledged  $50,000  for 
this  purpose. 

The  design,  engraved  on  both  sides 
by  Charles  E.  Barber,  shows  on  the 
obverse  the  head  of  George 
Washington  (following  the  artistry 
of  Houdon)  alongside  the  head  of 
Lafayette  (modeled  after  an  1824 
medal  by  Caunois).  Incidentally, 
this  was  the  first  coin  authorized  by 
the  Lfnited  States  to  show  a picture 
of  one  of  our  presidents. 

The  wording  on  the  obverse:  “United 
States  of  America  -Lafayette' Dollar.” 

The  reverse  follows  an  early  sketch 
of  the  equestrian  statue  of  La- 
fayette. This  wording  appears 
around  the  perimeter:  “Erected  by 
the  youth  of  the  United  States  in 
honor  of  Gen.  Lafayette  - Paris  - 
1900.”  This  inscription  refers  to  the 
fact  that  schoolchildren  in  the 
United  States  had  contributed  coins 
to  help  fund  the  statue. 


Above;  The  Lafayette  Silver  Dollar 

The  mint  was  authorized  to  strike 
50,000  of  the  coins.  Forty  five  years 
later  (in  1945)  14,000  of  these  coins 
were  melted. 

These  coins  were  originally  sold  by 
the  Lafayette  Memorial  Commission 
for  $2  apiece.  Now,  a high-grade 
uncirculated  specimen  would  cost 
you  over  $1,000. 


Sources  of  information  for  the 
above  article:  Walter  Breen’s  Com- 
plete Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and 
Colonial  Coins;  and  A Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  by  R.S.  Yeoman, 
Edited  by  Kenneth  Bressett. 


CLARION  ADVTG.  DATES  & RATES 
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AD  RATES: 

1 AD 

3 Ads 

Business  Card 

$10. 

$25. 

Quarter  Page 
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40. 
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135. 
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180. 
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Dick  Duncan,  Editor 
611  Fairway  Drive 
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We  sa^EUYING 


U.S.  Gold  Coins 

★ U.S.  Proof  gold  coins  all  dates. 

★ Rare  date  circulated  gold  coins 

★ All  U.S.  gold,  especially  high 
quality  pieces 


U.S.  Silver  Coins 

★ All  proof  sets  1831-1989 

★ All  U.S.  Bust  coinage 

★ U.S.  Commemorative  coins 

★ Walking  liberty  halves,  silver 
dollars,  mercury  dimes,  etc. 
Original  rolls  or  single  specimens 

★ All  sets  or  part  collections 


Foreign  Coins 

★ Choice  uncirculated  world  gold 
prior  to  1933 

World  crown  prior  to  1900  in 
choice  condition 

★ Oriental  gold  coins 

★ Quality  Canadian  gold 

★ All  modern  foreign  gold 


The  above  is  but  a brief  listing  of  our  needs.  If  you  have  coins  you  wish  to  sell . . . call  for  an 
appointment.  We  will  appraise  your  coins  by  todays  market  values.  Prices  offered  depend  on  the 
type  of  coin,  rarity  and  condition  of  the  coin.  We  urgently  need  single  coins,  complete  sets,  entire 
collections.  We’ll  gladly  meet  with  you  in  our  office,  your  bank  or  attorney’s  office. 

Call  299-1211  for  an  appointment 

STFJNMEI 
CONS 

350  Centerville  Rd.  — Lancaster,  PA 


Appraisers  for 
banks,  attorneys, 
trusts  & estates 


Member  of 
PCGS  — ANA 
and  NGCA 


